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Performance Response: NextDANCE  

NextNOW Fest’s NextDance was a tasteful and emotive collection of 
work from the University of Maryland’s own students and alumni. The 
show featured pieces from many different choreographers, with varying 
styles of movement, music, and energy. Despite these dissimilarities, 
there were several recurring themes throughout the performance, 
including isolation vs togetherness, the fear of the future as well as 
progression from the past, and chaos vs stillness. These themes were 
expertly tied together with the last piece, where the audience was asked 
to move to the stage as it was performed in the seats. Within this piece 
was a contrast of suspensions and movement, noise and silence, and 
light and dark. These opposing elements were unsettling at times, but 
kept me engaged throughout the entirety of the dance. 

The choreographer, not only in this piece but all those who contributed 
to this performance, likely wanted to leave the audience feeling slightly 
uneasy, as they were forced into a state of thoughtfulness and 
introspection. One piece, a spoken poem that addressed both past and 
current issues of racism throughout humanity, was particularly powerful. 
The words were piercing as two dancers moved with such spirit and 
absence of control that their passion was tangible. I found myself feeling 
uncomfortable, as I observed and empathized with many emotions 
behind it, but my presence and connectedness to the art overpowered 
this state of discomfort. 

The use of lighting within these performances was also impressive and 
greatly contributed to the mood and impact of each piece. In one solo, 
lyrical performance, the primary lighting on the stage was a single 
circular spotlight. Much of the movement was fluid and curved, 
matching the shape of the light. In contrast, one passionate duet between 
two females featured many sharp movements, while the piece began and 



ended with both dancers in a single square shaped spotlight. I liked this 
use of not only light, but space throughout the stage. 

In the opening piece, featuring two dancers and a wall they needed to 
overcome, I felt that the costumes detracted from the choreography. 
They had large, round skirts with stripes and bright blue floral print. The 
dancing itself was subdued, with feelings of apprehension, mistrust, and 
sadness, to which these bold costumes did not seem cohesive. 
Additionally, just outside of the dance theater, a loud, upbeat folk band 
was playing and outdoor concert, which could be heard throughout 
moments of silence, or even quiet music, throughout the performance. 
This was frustrating and distracting at times. 

Despite the elements that took away from the choreography, the passion, 
lighting, and movement contributed to a positive experience. I enjoy 
dancing that leaves me pensive, present, and connected to the 
performers, which this performance ultimately did. 


